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Filey Harbour Schemes 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ .ǊƛŘ [ƛƴŜǎ aƛƪŜ .ǊŀȅǎƘŀǿΩǎ article informed us of the development and demise of 

the Bridlington Harbour Branch. I have since discovered that there were schemes in the 19th century 

to develop Filey as a major port and build a branch line to support the development. 

In 1836 evidence in support of Filey as a harbour of refuge was given to a select committee of 

Parliament. Nothing came of the proposal. 

In 1858 there was a proposal to build a breakwater 9,600 feet long to create a harbour but nothing 

came of this scheme. 

An 1878 proposal to build a pier and harbour had completely floundered by 1880. However, there 

was a serious scheme proposed in 1882 that might have had a significant impact on the town of Filey 

and Filey Bay. The proposal was ambitious with plans to turn Filey in to a fortified naval base. 

Convicts would have provided the labour and this would have necessitated the construction of a 

prison. The scheme involved building a harbour to the north of Church Ravine. The harbour was to 

be served by a branch railway running along the ravine and contemporary maps show there to be 

quite and extensive network of rail track on the dockside. The map shows the branch leaving the 

main line to the north of the station. The access and exit to the branch took the form of a triangle so 

that traffic could enter either from the north or the south. 

The maps are, of course, 

subject to copyright so I have 

made a sketch based on the 

map published at the time. Had 

the development taken place 

then and with the subsequent 

development of the holiday 

camp, Filey would have had a 

triangle to the north and to the 

south of the station. 

Another point of information 

gleaned from the original map 

is that Filey township was in 

the East Riding of Yorkshire but 

the church and the proposed 

developments were in the North Riding of Yorkshire. The ravine was the county boundary and, as far 

as I am aware, that was true up until local government reorganisation in 1974 when the whole of 

Filey was placed in North Yorkshire becoming part of Scarborough Borough. 
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Brid Lines -Right Lines 

The Talking Points feature in the July 2020 

edition of Railway Modeller focused on 

how model railway club member were 

keeping in touch during the current 

lockdown. Well many of them are producing 

digital newsletters. So Barmates are keeping 

up with the rest of them. 

 

The Future! 

The July 2020 edition of Railway Modeller also has a comment by Chris Ford, who postulates what 

will happen if things ever get back to normal. In fact he describes a new normal. He describes 

ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ŀ άǎŜǊƛŀƭ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊέΦ He says he has been in a cycle of 

build/show/publish/dispose for a long time. It was on reading this article that I realised that I too 

ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ άǎŜǊƛŀƭ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊέΦ  

Chris goes on to discuss what might happen in the future. He suspects that many shows will fall by 

he wayside and those that survive will will see lower visitor numbers even when restrictions are 

eased or even lifted. He thinks that modellers will retreat in to their modelling rooms and lofts and 

the crisiis will change the way we view other peoples layouts. Instead of travelling to exhibitons to 

see layouts and gaze in wonder or seek inspiration he expects that we will be turning to social media 

to view layouts. As mentioned in previous issues of Brid Lines there is a proliferation of of would be 

presenters on You Tube showing their layouts. /ƘǊƛǎ ǎŀȅǎΣ άƳŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅƻǳǘǎ ŀǇǇŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ 

media are really exquisite and challenge the notion that exhibiting a layout represents the pinnacle 

ƻŦ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻōōȅΦέ IŜ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ άƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƳƻŘŜƭƭŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ōƻƭǘ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦέ 

There are some parallels with my own situation here. I have exhibited layouts for over 30 years and 

as mentioned in the last issue of Brid Lines that Annerley would be my last portable exhibition layout 

and the next layout that I would build would be  permanent fixture in my shed. I do wonder, along 

ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎ CƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ άǎŜǊƛŀƭ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊέ ǿƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ŘŜǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ 

layout fully operational and fully lit if there is no live audience. As yet I do not have the skills or 

inclination to put anything I build on to social media nor do I have the time. The time taken 

recording and uploading is valuable modelling time. Then again will it take up any more time than 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΚ 5ƻƴΩǘ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ ¢Ǌŀƛƴ {ƘŜŘ ƻƴ ¸ƻǳ ¢ǳōŜ ŀƴȅǘƛƳŜ 

soon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Minster Line 

Just read in the Bridlington Free Press that the East Riding Council is seeking funding to conduct 

a study in to the feasibility of re-ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ŜǾŜǊƭŜȅ ǘƻ ¸ƻǊƪ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ƭƛƴŜΦ IŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǿŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀƭƭ 

ǘƘƛǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜΚ ¢ƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎΣ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀƴŘ find that part of the line has been 

built over. The line will have to re-routed around the towns of Market Weighton and 

Pocklington. They will also find the bridge at Stamford Bridge is a listed structure and cannot be 

ǳǎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƻo much. 
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The Adventures of a Serial Layout Builder 

5ƛŘ L ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ ƴƻǿ Ŏƻnsidered to be a serial layout builder. Well here is a brief resume of the 

layouts I have built and exhibited since moving to Bridlington 37 years ago. Those of you that 

attended the Bridlington shows when they were in the Marine Room at the Spa and subsequently at 

Leisure World may remember seeing some of them. The layouts are described in chronological order 

of construction. 

Kirbywold - 00 gauge, out and back. Mixed steam and diesel. Built to represent a small station on the 

Yorkshire Wolds but I was naive enough to run Mallard, deltics  and other mainline trains through 

the station. Exhibited once at the Marine Room. This was my first attempt at an exhibiton layout. 

Utterthwaite Craggs- 00 gauge continuous run main line with a high level end to end branch line. 

Mixed steam and diesel. Located somewhere in the northern Yorkshire Dales the branch line station 

was based on Richmond. The layout was exhibited many times at the Marine Room and a couple of 

times in Harrogate. The layout was not concieved as a portable layout. It had bits that bolted on here 

there and everywhere. It lived in the loft and involved a strenuous effort to move it in and out and it 

took the best part of half a day to set it up. 

Borasic Lark ς ллф ǳǎƛƴƎ b DŀǳƎŜ [ƻŎƻΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǎǘƻŎƪΦ ¢his was a layout based on the 

Jurassic Park theme and had moving dinosaurs as well as trains. It appeared in the Marine room and 

one or two other shows around about. 

None of the layouts mentioned above ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŀǎ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

confidence in my modelling to think it worthy of publication. 

{ŜƭǿƛŎƪΩǎ vǳŀȅ ς 00 based on the north Yorkshire coast it featured a double track mainline and a low 

level branch and yard serving a small port. Again there was a mixture of steam and diesel. It was 

shown several times at Leisure World and made guest appearances in Wakefield and Pickering. It 

was featured in August 2002 edition of Railway Modeller. This was the first layout to be published 

Carl sent me these pictures. On the left West Highland Garratt no NGG16 seen at Porthmadog in 

2018 and on the right USATC No 5525 on the NYMR steam gala 2019. 
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and it was then photographer of Railway Modeller Steve Flint who approached me with regard to 

taking some pictures after an anonymous recommmendation.  Subsequently the editior contacted 

me with reference to writing an article.  

All the above layouts were mainly exhibited in Bridlington apart from the other venues mentioned. 

¢ƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ L ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ CǊƛŘŀȅΩǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇΦ {ƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ L 

did manage to exhibit were when Friday formed part of a holiday. All the layouts mentioned below 

ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ L ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ǎƻ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ  

The buildings of the village of 

Selwicks were based on examples to 

be found in Robin Hoods Bay, 

Staithes, Whitby and Bridlington. 

A view of the quay side. All the track for the quay 

was low level and involved lots of shunting. Nearly all 

the buildings are kits. 

The high level line in the back ground was a double 

track mainline forming a continuous run. 

The two main bridges on the 

high level line were inspired by 

structures in Sandsend. 

!ƭƭ ǇƘƻǘƻΩǎ ƻŦ {ŜƭǿƛŎƪǎ vǳŀȅ 

By Steve Flint 
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Loch Oran -N Gauge using Crainlairich as inspiration the layout featured two single track loops that 

were not connected and a short branch representing the line to Oban.  The rolling stock was modern 

image, all diesel apart from a steam special based on the Jacobite. The layout was featured in several 

model railway magazines and appeared at 24 exhibitions but never in Bridlington.  

Invercalley ς N Gauge. A might have been location using Inverary as a backdrop. The was end to end, 

the rolling stock was steam and diesel and was representative of the rolling stock that ran in 

{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфслΩǎΦ LƴǾŜǊŎŀƭƭŜȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ŀǘ мп ǎƘƻǿǎ and was featured in Railway 

Modeller and Model Rail. 

I haveƴΩǘ ƛƴŎǳŘŜŘ ŀƴȅ ǇƘƻǘƻΩǎ ƻŦ [ƻŎƘ hǊŀƴ ƻǊ LƴǾŜǊŎŀƭƭŜȅ ŀǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

layouts. There are some pictures and more information on the website www.bridmodelrail.org.uk  

Annerley ς N Gauge. This is a supposed line that suggests the Hull - Scarborough line went out on to 

CƭŀƳōƻǊƻǳƎƘ IŜŀŘΦ Lǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ōǳǎȅ {ǳƳƳŜǊ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфслΩǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ Ŏƻƴǘƛnuos 

mainline run. So far it has appeared at  only one show because of the current crisis and it has not 

been brought to the attention of the model railway press for the same reason.  

 

 

 

That is the saga so far. Apparently serial layout builders are incurable. Once a layout is exhibitable 
they itch to start build another. I know I have all the symptoms. 

The view from the beach at Danes Dyke The view from the cliff tops towards the village 

Looking south. The station is top centre and you can just make out Bridlington in the distance top left. 

http://www.bridmodelrail.org.uk/
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Back Track 

During lock down Kay has started clearing the loft. She 

came across a box of railway magazines and there on 

the top was the first ever modelling magazine that I 

purchased. It is Model Railway Consrtuctor January 

1972 price 20p. I was still a student then so I must 

have had to forgo a least a couple of pints in order to 

afford the magazine. 

Worthy of note in the advertisements is  a Farish  N 

Gauge GWR Pannier Tank costing £5.79 and a Tri-ang 

00 gauge GWR Pannier tank was priced at £3.75.  

Compare those prices with today Farish Pannier 

tank is around £110 and the Hornby equivalent is 

around about £100. 

I bought further issues occaisionally then once I 

became a wage earner I bought it regularly. However, soon after 

that it ceased publication and I switched my alligance to Railway Modeller.   

 

In the same box there were copies of various Hornby 

catalogues and early editions of catalogues from 

Mainline and Airfix Railways (later to become Great 

Model Railways). The catalogues were published in the 

late мфтлΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ 

manufactures in to the model railway market was the 

catalyst for a great change in the hobby. Both 

manufactures produced models which incorporated 

much finer detail than previous renditons produced 

almost exclusively by 

Triang- Hornby. The finer detail 

forced Triang- Hornby to review their manufacturing and this 

was the initiative that led to the production of the finescale 

models that we have today. Needless to say both Mainline and 

Airfix ceased to trade not long after. Some of the mouldings 

were acquired by Dapol and were later sold on to Hornby when 

Dapol decided to concentrate their manufacturing efforts on N 

Gauge products. Dapol have since diversified in to all major 

gauges. Airfix developed a Multiple Train Control System 

which was comparable to the Hornby Zero 1 System. Neither 

system really caught on at the time Both systems involved 

ǿƛǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎƻΩǎ. They were to all intents and 

purposes ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜǊǳƴƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ, 

although neither system was compatible with each other nor 

ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǘƛōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ 
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The Centovalli Railway  

 Usually at this time of year I am away on holiday and my preferred 

destination over the past few years has been Italy. One of my favourite places is 

the resort of Stresa on the shores of Lake Maggiore. I have been to Stresa three 

ǘƛƳŜǎ ƴƻǿΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ŀ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŜȄŎǳǊǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ [ŀƪŜ /ƻƳƻ ǎƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 

much time to do everything. Kay and I were so impressed that we booked a holiday to Stresa the 

following year. During that trip we did all the usual things that are available to do namely sail to the 

islands, ride the cable car go on a couple of excursions across the border in to Switzerland. We knew 

about the Centovalli Railway but decided to give it a miss partly because of the lack of time but 

mainly because it was some distance away and at the time it seemed rather too complicated to 

arrange. The journey involved catching a train from Stresa to Domodossola, riding on the 

Centovalley Railway to Locarno in Switzerland and then catching the lake steamer back to Stresa. I 

was a little wary of the connections, the timings and the fact it took a full day to complete as well as 

having to queue for three sets of tickets. However, when we went back to Stresa for the third to 

time we decided to give the Centovalli Railway a go.  

It transpired that you can book 

a through ticket at the travel 

agents in Stresa. The agent 

took us through the details of 

the journey and the timings. 

We decided to book even 

though it meant an early start 

from Stresa and a late return 

from Locarno. The agent 

explained that there was a 

choice of two trains from 

Stresa to Domodossola, the 

service train provided by Tren-

Italia or the express provided 

by SBB the Swiss National 

Railway as part of the Milan -

Zurich service. The agent 

explained there was surcharge 

payable on the SBB service as it 

was a luxury train and the journey would be much quicker much faster and we could reserve seats. 

aȅ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƎƻƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ ŀ ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜƳŀƴ ƻƴ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ 

any extra for the same journey if there was a cheaper alternative.  The ticket was purchased for the 

service train and as we were going to cross the border to another country, we were advised to take 

our passpoǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

 So early next morning we arrived at Stresa station in plenty of time to catch the train. The 

ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŜ ōƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǾŀƭƛŘŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƛŎƪŜǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ōƻŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛn. 

Italian stations have little machines attached to the wall and once you have purchased a ticket you 

have to insert the tickets into the machine to have it stamped with the date and time.  As we waited 

for the train the first one to pull in was the SBB express so we just watched and waited for our 


